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of foreign cloth can be expeditiously worked in the teeth of opposi-
tion from within the Congress ranks. Indeed we must strive to
gain the support of non-Congressmen for the national constructive
programme. They may not like spinning or wearing khaddar as
part of the franchise, but I have not met many Liberals who have
any objection to hand-spinning as a cottage industry or to the use of
khaddar as such and apart from the franchise. It may be consti-
tutionally impossible for all parties to accept the existing Congress
creed or the new franchise, and therefore to become Congressmen.
But I hope that the existence of the creed or the new franchise will
not be a bar against joint work wherever it is possible,

Toung India, 8-1-1925

420.   BELGAUM IMPRESSIONS [-//]
NAMDHARIS
I had a hard time of it meeting all and sundry and trying to
give them satisfaction. The Namdhari Sikhs brought me a bundle
of papers and expected me to attend to their grievance against the
Akalis, Their patience and courtesy disarmed all unwillingness
on my part. But my inability to attend to their cause was much
greater than my unwillingness. Time would not wait even for
their courtesy. They were themselves able to see that I was
perfectly helpless. The only comfort I was able to give them was
that when I next visited Lahore, I would certainly go through
their papers and see to it that the Congress did them no injustice.
I told them that although I was partial to the cause of the brave
Akalis, I would be no party to any injustice or oppression being
committed by them. Sardar Mangal Singh re-echoed my sentiment
and said that he Was always ready to show that the Akalis wanted
nothing but reform of the gurdwaras on a strictly moral basis.
PLEA FOR BUDDHISTS
Mr. Pereira of Ceylon wanted me to interest the Congress in
the Buddha Gaya temple. The reader will remember that a
movement has been in progress for some years for the restoration to
Buddhists of the great and historic temple at Buddha Gaya. But
it seems to have made no tangible headway. At the Gocanada
Congress Babu Rajendra Prasad was appointed to inquire into the
matter and report. He had not been able to do so up to the time
of the meeting* A Buddhist deputation came from Ceylon to
J^fgaum during the Congress week to plead the Buddhist cause